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—Would a different format (grouping 
and order of sections, use of headings, 
paragraphing) make the rule easier to 
understand?

—Would more (but shorter) sections be 
better?

—Could we improve clarity by adding 
tables, lists, or diagrams? 

—What else could we do to make this 
rulemaking easier to understand? 
If you have any responses to these 

questions, please include them in 
comments to the docket number cited in 
the heading of this final rule. 

J. Regulation Identifier Number (RIN) 

The Department of Transportation 
assigns a regulation identifier number 
(RIN) to each regulatory action listed in 
the Unified Agenda of Federal 
Regulations. The Regulatory Information 
Service Center publishes the Unified 
Agenda in April and October of each 
year. You may use the RIN contained in 
the heading at the beginning of this 
document to find this action in the 
Unified Agenda. 

K. Privacy Act 

Anyone is able to search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (65 FR 
19477–19478) or you may visit http://
docketsinfo.dot.gov/.

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 574 
Labeling, Motor vehicle safety, 

Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, and Tires. 

■ In consideration of the foregoing, 
NHTSA amends 49 CFR part 574 as 
follows:

PART 574—TIRE IDENTIFICATION AND 
RECORDKEEPING

■ 1. The authority for part 574 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115, 
30117 and 30166; delegation of authority at 
49 CFR 1.50. 

■ 2. Section 574.7 is amended by 
revising paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3), 
removing figures 3a, 3b, and 4 
immediately following paragraph (d), 
and adding new paragraphs (e) and (f) 
to read as follows: 

§ 574.7 Information requirements—tire 
manufacturers, new tire brand name 
owners.

(a)(1) * * * 

(2) Each tire registration form 
provided to independent distributors 
and dealers pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section shall contain space for 
recording the information specified in 
paragraphs (a)(4)(i) through (a)(4)(iii) of 
this section. Each form shall: 

(i) Have the following physical 
characteristics:

(A) Be rectangular; 
(B) Be not less than 31⁄2 inches high, 

5 inches long, and 0.007 inches thick; 
(C) Be not more than 41⁄4 inches high, 

6 inches long, and 0.016 inch thick. 
(ii) On the address side of the form, 

be addressed with the name and address 
of the manufacturer or its designee, and 
include, in the upper right hand corner, 
the statement ‘‘Affix a postcard stamp.’’ 

(iii) On the other side of the form: 
(A) Include the tire manufacturer’s 

name, unless it appears on the address 
side of the form; 

(B) Include a statement explaining the 
purpose of the form and how a 
consumer may register tires. The 
statement shall: 

(1) Include the heading 
‘‘IMPORTANT’’.

(2) Include the sentence: ‘‘In case of 
a recall, we can reach you only if we 
have your name and address.’’ 

(3) Indicate that sending in the card 
will add a person to the manufacturer’s 
recall list. 

(4) A tire manufacturer may 
voluntarily provide means for tire 
registration via the Internet, by 
telephone or other electronic means. If 
a tire manufacturer voluntarily provides 
a Web site or other means by which its 
tires can be registered, it may (but is not 
required to) include a sentence listing 
one or more such means, beginning with 
the phrase ‘‘Instead of mailing this form, 
you can * * *.’’ Example: Instead of 
mailing this form, you can register 
online at [insert tire manufacturer’s 
registration Web site address]. 

(5) Include the sentence: ‘‘Do it 
today.’’

(C) Include space for recording tire 
identification numbers for six tires. 

(D) Use shading to distinguish 
between areas of the form to be filled in 
by sellers and customers. 

(1) Include the statement: ‘‘Shaded 
areas must be filled in by seller.’’ 

(2) The areas of the form for recording 
tire identification numbers and 
information about the seller of the tires 
must be shaded. 

(3) The area of the form for recording 
the customer name and address must 
not be shaded. 

(E) Include, in the top right corner, 
the phrase ‘‘OMB Control No. 2127– 
0050’’.

(3) Each tire registration form 
provided to distributors and dealers that 

are not independent distributors or 
dealers pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section must contain space for 
recording the information specified in 
paragraphs (a)(4)(i) through (a)(4)(iii) of 
this section. Each form must include: 

(A) A statement indicating where the 
form should be returned, including the 
name and mailing address of the 
manufacturer or its designee. 

(B) The tire manufacturers’ logo or 
other identification, if the manufacturer 
is not identified as part of the statement 
indicating where the form should be 
returned.

(C) The statement: ‘‘IMPORTANT: 
FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES TIRE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS MUST BE 
REGISTERED’’.

(D) In the top right corner, the phrase 
‘‘OMB Control No. 2127–0050’’. 
* * * * * 

(e) Tire manufacturers may 
voluntarily provide means for tire 
registration via the Internet, by 
telephone or other electronic means. 

(f) Each tire manufacturer shall meet 
the requirements of paragraphs (b), (c) 
and (d) of this section with respect to 
tire registration information submitted 
to it or its designee by any means 
authorized by the manufacturer in 
addition to the use of registration forms. 
■ 3. Section 574.8 is revised to read as 
follows:

§ 574.8 Information requirements—tire 
distributors and dealers. 

(a) Independent distributors and 
dealers.

(1) Each independent distributor and 
each independent dealer selling or 
leasing new tires to tire purchasers or 
lessors (hereinafter referred to in this 
section as ‘‘tire purchasers’’) shall 
comply with paragraph (a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii) 
or (a)(1)(iii) of this section: 

(i) At the time of sale or lease of the 
tire, provide each tire purchaser with a 
paper tire registration form on which 
the distributor or dealer has recorded 
the following information: 

(A) The entire tire identification 
number of the tire(s) sold or leased to 
the tire purchaser, and 

(B) The distributor’s or dealer’s name 
and street address. In lieu of the street 
address, and if one is available, the 
distributor or dealer’s e-mail address or 
Web site may be recorded. Other means 
of identifying the distributor or dealer 
known to the manufacturer may also be 
used.

(ii) Record the following information 
on a paper tire registration form and 
return it to the tire manufacturer, or its 
designee, on behalf of the tire purchaser, 
at no charge to the tire purchaser and 
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within 30 days of the date of sale or 
lease:

(A) The purchaser’s name and 
address,

(B) The entire tire identification 
number of the tire(s) sold or leased to 
the tire purchaser, and 

(C) The distributor’s or dealer’s name 
and street address. In lieu of the street 
address, and if one is available, the 
distributor or dealer’s e-mail address or 
Web site may be recorded. Other means 
of identifying the distributor or dealer 
known to the manufacturer may also be 
used.

(iii) Electronically transmit the 
following information on the tire 
registration form by any means listed on 
the form by the tire manufacturer, or by 
such other means as may be authorized 
by the tire manufacturer, to the tire 
manufacturer or its designee, using 
secure means (e.g., https on the Web), at 
no charge to the tire purchaser and 
within 30 days of the date of sale or 
lease:

(A) The purchaser’s name and 
address,

(B) The entire tire identification 
number of the tire(s) sold or leased to 
the tire purchaser, and 

(C) The distributor’s or dealer’s name 
and street address. In lieu of the street 
address, and if one is available, the 
distributor or dealer’s e-mail address or 
Web site may be recorded. Other means 

of identifying the distributor or dealer 
known to the manufacturer may also be 
used.

(2) Each independent distributor or 
dealer that complies with paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section shall use 
either the tire registration forms 
provided by the tire manufacturers 
pursuant to § 574.7(a) or registration 
forms obtained from another source. 
Paper forms obtained from other sources 
must comply with the requirements 
specified in § 574.7(a) for forms 
provided by tire manufacturers to 
independent distributors and dealers. 

(3) Multiple tire sales or leases by the 
same tire purchaser may be recorded on 
a single paper registration form or in a 
single Web site transaction. 

(4) Each independent distributor or 
dealer that is complying with paragraph 
(a)(1)(iii) with respect to a sale or lease 
shall include a statement to that effect 
on the invoice for that sale or lease and 
provide the invoice to the tire 
purchaser.

(b) Other distributors and dealers. 
(1) Each distributor and each dealer, 

other than an independent distributor or 
dealer, selling new tires to tire 
purchasers:

(i) shall submit, using paper 
registration forms or, if authorized by 
the tire manufacturer, secure electronic 
means, the information specified in 
§ 574.7(a)(4) to the manufacturer of the 

tires sold, or to the manufacturer’s 
designee.

(ii) shall submit the information 
specified in § 574.7(a)(4) to the tire 
manufacturer or the manufacturer’s 
designee, not less often than every 30 
days. A distributor or dealer selling 
fewer than 40 tires of all makes, types 
and sizes during a 30 day period may 
wait until a total of 40 new tires is sold. 
In no event may more than six months 
elapse before the § 574.7(a)(4) 
information is forwarded to the 
respective tire manufacturers or their 
designees.

(c) Each distributor and each dealer 
selling new tires to other tire 
distributors or dealers shall supply to 
the distributor or dealer a means to 
record the information specified in 
§ 574.7(a)(4), unless such means has 
been provided to that distributor or 
dealer by another person or by a 
manufacturer.

(d) Each distributor and each dealer 
shall immediately stop selling any 
group of tires when so directed by a 
notification issued pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 
30118, Notification of defects and 
noncompliance.

Issued on: November 19, 2008. 
David Kelly, 
Acting Administrator. 
[FR Doc. E8–28094 Filed 11–26–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P 
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